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The route to your roots 


When they look bock at their formative years, many Indians nostalgically recall the vital 
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to choose from. Over 90 million copies have been sold worldwide. 
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all across India. Log on to www.ack-media.com to locate a bookstore near you. If you 
do not have access to a bookstore, you can buy all the titles through our online store 
www.theackshop.com. We provide quick delivery anywhere in the world. 

To make it easy for you to locate the titles of your choice from our treasure trove of titles, 
the books are now arranged in five categories. 
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Enchanting tales from Indian literature 
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BEAUTIFUL , PURE , STRONG-WILLED &AN&A 
WAS THE ELDER DAUGHTER OF MOUNT TMAVAN- SHE HAP 
THE POWER OF PURJFVING ANYTHING THAT 

TOUCHED HER. 
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HEAVEN NEEP5 THE PRE¬ 
SENCE OF YOUN6 (3ANSA 
SANCTIFIER OF ALL 

CREATURES. S 


IF (3AN6A SOES , 
THE EARTH WILL 
SUFFER. BUT IT IS 
MY PUTY TO LOOK 
TO THE GOOP OF 
ALL THE THREE 
N WORLPS • A 


I ONE PAV, THE PEVAS , LEO 3V BRAHMA, CAME TO MOUNT HIM AVAN* 




A 





I AM WILLING. TO 
SENP <3AN<3A, 
WHO FLOWS 
EVERYWHERE AT 
WILL,PURIFYING 
ALL IN HER 
WAKE , WITH 



MAY WE 
TAKE HER 
WITH US 
NOW ? 


<50 


WITH 


THE 


PEVAS 


feANSA, AND 
SERVE THEM 
PUTI FULLY. 
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AT ABOUT THAT TIME, LIFE OH EARTH WAS BECOMING IMPOSSIBLE FOR 




MURDERERS ^ 

HAVEN’T SPARED 
EVEN OUR BABES. 
WHAT HAVE WE 



AT LAST - 


WE ARE HELPLESS 
ENEMIES, WHO DON'T SHO 
EM SELVES . LET THOSE 
US, WHO HAVE SURVIVED, 
HIDE IN THE CAVES. 
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THEIR MYSTERIOUS TORMENTORS WERE A GROUP OF ASURAS *WHO HID 
/N THE OCEAN BY PAY ANP CAME OUT TO HARASS THEM AT NIGHT. . 



% 




IN HEAVEN , THE DEVAS WERE PERTURBED BY THE PLIGHT OF THE 
PEOPLE • THEY HELD COUNCIL . 


BRAHMA MAPE 
A SUGGESTION. 


U IN OUR OWN INTERESTS 
W WE MUST HELP THE GOOD 
II PEOPLE ON EARTH. BUT 
HOW CAN WE,WHEN WE 
pgv DON'T KNOW WHO THEIR 
TORMENTORS ARE 


* A FACE CONSTANTLY AT WAR WITH THE SURAS OR PEVAS • 
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IN THE ' 
OCEAN BED 


SO THEV WENT 70 1/fSHNU. 


LORD, HOW CAN WE DESTROy 
THE MVSTERIOUS ENEMIES OF 
THE <500D MEN ON EARTH P 
WHERE DO THEV HIDE BV DAY? 



TO KILL THEM VOU WILL 
HAVE TO PRy UP THE 
OCEAN . <30 TO SA(3E 
AOASTyA .HE ALONE y 
CAN HELP YOU. / 



YOU MAV <30 TO SA<3E 
ASASTyA NOW AND DO 
WHAT IS TO BE DONE. 
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FOR THE &OOD 
OF THE WO RLP 
I WILL COME WITH 
YOU AND DRINK 
UP THE OCEAN. 



WHEN THEV REACHED THE OCEAN 


BE READS' TO DO 
WHAT you HAVE 
TO DO. 




AS A6ASTVA BENT DOWN ANP &EOAN TO PRINK UP THE OCEAN, 

rrijn s\ cz*/ i o uj/rorr £? _ _-_ 
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THE PE If A 5 FELL UPON 
THEM . f 



^ O SAVIOUR.. 
NOW THAT THE 


WHEN THE ASURAS WERE 
UANQU/SHEP THE PEVAS TURNEP 
TO AGASTVA. 


/ EVIL ONES ARE DEAD, ^ILO 

( FILL UP THE OCEAN f'T? 

\ AGAIN WITH THE 
A WATER VOU DRANK. U 

l>- < OT7r-^ ~ 


c- 


=«=• ~ 



I CANNOT. I HAVE 
DIGESTED IT. VOU WILL 
HAVE TO FIND SOME 
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A VERY LON(o TIME 
MUST PASS BEFORE 
THE OCEAN WILL 
ONCE AGAIN BE 
v FULL. • J 


THE PEUAS DIP NOT KNOW WHAT TO DO- THEY WENT TO BRAHMA - 



THE PEP AS WAITED A NUMBER. OF 
YEARS AND STILL NOTHING 
HAPPENED. SO THEY WENT TO 
PISHNCI ASA IN. THERE- 


DO NOT WORRY- KINO 
SAGARA AND HIS 
PE5CENPANTS WILL 
CAUSE THE OCEAN 
TO BE FILLED UP 
ASA IN 



HE HAS 
ALREADY BEGUN 
PENANCES TO 
OBTAIN THEM. 
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AT THAT MOMENT ON EARTH, LORD SHIVA APPEARED BEFORE 
KIN<5 SA&ARA AND H/S QUEENS , KESHINI AND SUMATI . 




ONE OF WOtlR 
WIVES SHALL BEAR 
60,000 PROOP 
AND HEROIC SON5 
WHO WILL ALL 
PERISH WITHOUT 



VOUR RACE HOWEVER 
WILL BE CONTINUED BV 
THE ONE SON THAT 
VOUR OTHER WIFE 
s. WILL BEAR. 
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PAWS PASSEP AND THE BOWS SPEW UP. THE €0,000 SONS OF 
SUMAT7 WERE BRAVE, STROMS LAPS , WHO WERE CONSC/OL/S OF 
THEIR ROVAL STATUS. 



^ WHERE ARE MV 
SOLDEN ARROWS? A PRINCE 
ON WHOM HIS PEOPLE 
PEPENP MUST HAVE THE 
BEST OF WEAPONS. 


WE MUST LEARN 

to w. :lp a chariot 

ANp WIN A WAR. WE 
ARE THE SONS OF 
A KINS. ^ 
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HE SHALL BE 
BANISHEP 
FROM THE 
KIN6POM. j 


YOUR MAO ESTV, 
PRINCE ASAAAANJA 
HAS PRDWNEP VET 
. ANOTHER CHILP. i 


r |HEARP ^ 
THE CHILP 
SCREAM. THE 
PRINCE MUST 
BE P£INISHEP4i 


QUEEN KESHINI’S SON AS AM ANJA, HOWEVER, CREW UP TO BE A 
WICKED PRINCE. 



BUT ASAMANJA'S 50N AM SUM AN WAS A VERY KIND AND CONSIDERATE 
BOY AND THE PEOPLE LOVED HIM. ONCE, WHEN KINS 3A (SARA WAS 
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WHEN THEY PISCOVER.EP THAT THE HORSE WAS STOLEN , THE OFFICIATING 
PRIEST AND SAGARA TURNED TO THE 60,000 PR/NCE3. 



IF WE CAN T COMPLETE 
THE SACRIFICE,IVE /ARE 
. /ALL POOMEP. 


VALIANT 
SONS! 60 
AND FIND 
THE HORSE. 
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WHEN THEY REACHED THE NETHER WORLD - 



OF THE EI6HT 
ELEPHANTS 
WHICH HOLD 
THE EARTH 


WHAT IS THIS 
HU<SE ELEPHANT 
POINO HERE? 



THERE IS NO 
SION OF 
HORSE! LET 
US PROCEED- 


THEY SEARCHED FOR A 
WHILE • THEN - 



WHEN THE SA6ARAS 
HAD Due THE EARTH 
TO TUNNEL THEIR WAY 
TO THE NETHER WORLD, 
THE PANIC-STRICKEN 
INHABITANTS OF THE 
EARTH RAN HITHER 
AND THITHER . THE 
ELEPHANT TO MAIN- 
TAIN THE BALANCE OF 
THEIR WEIGHT, MOVED, 
CAUSING A TREMEN¬ 
DOUS EARTHQUAKE . 
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MEANWHILE, O&LIU/OUS OF THE HARM THAT THEY HAP PONE, THE 
SONS OF SA SARA MOl/EP ON ANP CAME TO WHERE SAGE RAP!LA 
SAT MEDITATING. 




ANGERED BY THEIR AUPAC/TY f THE POWERFUL RAP!LA BURNED 
THE 60,000 PRINCES TO ASHES BY UTTERING BUT ONE SYLLABLE. 
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r <SO,AMSU/WAN. ^ 
YOU ARE VALIANT ’ 
AND WISE LIKE 
YOUR ANCESTORS- 
eo AND FIND YOUR 
UNCLES AND > 
THE HORSE. A 


AMSUMAN SET OUT AND SOON 
CAME UPON THE PLACE WHERE 
HIS UNCLES HAP ENTEREP THE 



NETHER W ORLD. 

/ CROPS HAVE 
i BEEN DESTROYED 
PEOPLE AND 
ANIMALS KILLED} 
THERE SEEMS TO 
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LIKE HIS UNCLES,HE TOO SAW 


WILL ACCOMPLISH 
WHAT YOU HAVE 
SET OUT 




..■AND SALUTED THE RlSHl ■ 




VES-I HAVE SEEN 
THEM. THEV WERE 
SO INSOLENT THAT 
I CONSUMED 
THEM WITH THE 
FIRE OF MV 
PENANCES. 


AMSUMAN TOOK A HANDFUL OF THE 
ASHES THAT WERE HIS UNCLES AND 
LET OUT A CRW OF ANGUISH. 
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THE SA6E TRIED TO CONSOLE H/M. 

“ 

DO NOT OR I EVE, 
AMSL/MAN .THEY 
MET WITH THE 
FATE THEY 
PESERVED. 



r BUT DO THEY ^ 
DESERVE TO 5UFFER 
IN HELL TOO? 1 5 
THERE NO WAY 
FOR THEM TO 
ENTER HEAVEN ? / 



THERE IS.6AN6A 
IN ALL HER PURITY 
MUST BE BROUSHT 
DOWN FROM 
HEAVEN. IF SHE 
TOUCHES THESE 
ASHES YOUR UNCLES 
WILL SO TO 

HEAVEN- y 
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I WILL NOT BE 
ABLE TO 
ACCOMPLISH 
SUCH A FEAT 
IN MV 

LIFETIME. > 


LATER, AT THE PALACE , WHEN AM SUM AN TOLD 5A (SARA WHAT THE 
EASE HAD SAID — 


AM SUMAN,YOU MUST 
BECOME KING* AFTER 
ME AND STRIVE TO 
BRING* 6ANGA 
. TO EARTH. > 




WHEN SA (SARA PIED, AM SUMAN BECAME K/N(S . BUT - 


MV SON DILI PA SHALL RULE THE 
KINGDOM. I WISH TO RETIRE TO TH 
HIMALAYAS. THERE I WILL PERFORM 
STERITIES TD INDUCE 6AN6A TO 
FLOW DOWN TO THE EARTH. 








































































I MUST BRING GANGA 
TO EARTH IN MV J 
V REIGN, 




AM SUM AN HOWEVER PIED WITHOUT SUCCEEPIN& IN H/S ATTEMPTS. 
H/S> 50N P/L/PA WAS OVERCOME BY (BRIEF. 




'■■A 




*V' 





I HAVE BEEN KING 
FOR MANV VEARS. 
5TILL I HAVE NOT 
SUCCEEDED IN 
BRINGING GANGA j 
L. TO EARTH. ^ 


PAY ANP N/&HT HE 
THOUGHT ABOUT THE 
FATE OF HIS ANCESTORS 
ANP HOW HE MIGHT 
REPEEM THEIR SOULS. 
BUT- 


rr ft 


", 


r, O- *“1:4% • f * 













AT LAST EVEN PILIPA WAS ON HIS PEATHBEP, LEAVING THE TASK 
UNACCOMPL/SHEP. HIS SON BHA6IRATHA,HOWEVER,MAPE A VOW IN 
THE PYING KING'S PRESENCE. 


FATHER , I WILL 
NOT ASCEND THE 
THRONE WITHOUT 
FIRST BRINGING 
GANGA DOWN TO 


EARTH. 
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ACCOPP/N&LV, WHEN DILI PA PIED , 
BHA61 RATHA ADDRESSED THE 
MINISTERS . 


V I WILL BE KINS 
ONLY AFTER SANS A 
FLOWS ON EARTH. 

I ENTRUST THE 
KINGDOM TO YOU. 


FOP WEARS BHA SIRA THA CONTINUED 
HIS PENANCES AND MEDITATION. 


I AM LEAVING 
i FOR THE FOREST 
I WHERE I WILL 
I UNDERGO THE J 
^ MOST SEVERE >1 
Stx PENANCES- J! 


* * 
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f THEN LET 
(5AN6A FLOW DOWN 
TO EARTH FROM 
THE HEAVEN AND 
DELIVER THE j 

SOU LG OF MV A 

L. ANCESTORS .JrA 


AT LAST, PLEASED BH HIS SINGLE-MINDEDNESS, BRAHMA APPEARED 
BEFORE H/M ■ 


(ASK FOR A BOON, 
O STEADFAST 
ONE,AND IT J 
SHALL BE J 

I <5RANTED TO / 1 



VOUR AIM IS A LOFTV 
ONE . BUT THE EARTH 
CANNOT SUSTAIN 
THE FORCE OF HER 
FALL . ONLV SHIVA 
CAN WITHSTAND IT. 


AND brahma disappeared. 




21 


































































BUT I MUST BE 
ON MW GUARD. 
<3AN<5A’£> 
MOVEMENTS 
ARE UNPREPICT- 
ABLE. > 


I WILL DO 
THAT FOR 
VOU. 






KiA WSA 





WOU WILL HAVE TO 
TAKE CARE WHILE 
CONPUCTIN6 <5AN<3A 
ON EARTH. SHE IS 
ACCUSTOMED TO 
FLOWING ANVWHERE 
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THE MIGHTV 
ONE IS OFF HIS 
GUARD.I 5HALL 
SWEEP HIM AWA7 
WITH ME TO THE 
NETHER WORLD, j 


50 THAT 
15 WHAT 
SHE PLANS 
TO DO. 

hm-aa-m. 


Vi il fTTrr 

O 

erSMl 

• y 



jr 

c 

inj lilil?V 


//V HEAVEN, GANOA MAPE REAPV 
TO PESCENP- 


HALF WAV POWN,A THOUGHT 
SUPPENLV OCCURREP TO HER . 
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AS GANGA FELL,SHIVA IMPRIS- 
ONEp HER. IN HIS MATTEP LOCKS. 
SHE SINIRLEP ABOUT IN HER 
PRISON FOR MAN'S A SEAR, 
UNABLE TO 
ESCAPE . 



SOUR. PE HOT I ON 
MERITS IT. FOR 
SOUR SAKE I WILL. 
LEAD HER TO ' 
ASHES OF THE 
SONS OF 
SAOARA AND 
MAV THEIR 
SOULS BE 
REDEEMED. 



BHAG/RATHA ONCE AS AIN APOREP 
SHIVA ANP THE MIGHTS GOP 
APPEAREP BEFORE HIM. 


lord !SOU 
ARE THE 
SOURCE OF 
KINDNESS. 
HAVE PITS ON 
ME AND 
RELEASE 
OAN6A. 
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MOTHER 6AN<3A 
WILL WASH AWAV 
OUR SINS. a 


SHE HAS BEEN 
SANCTIFIED E>V 
THE LOR P’S 
SACRED HEAP. 


<5 AN6A BECAME FURTHER PUR/FIEO BW HER CONTACT W/TH THE 
LORO *3 HE AO • PEOPLE RAN TO HER TO CLEAN3E THEMSELVES 
OF ALL SINS . 




I 
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BUT BHA SIRA THA *3 TRIALS WERE 
NOT VET OVER. THE NETHER WORLP 
BEVONP THE OCEAN WAS STILL 
FAR A WAV. ON THE WAV— 





I WILL (bO 
CLOSER. 


TAKE CARE. > 
you’LL FLOOD 
THE SACRI¬ 
FICIAL FIRE 
AND DESTROV 
THE , 

SACRIFICE. /■ 




26 



























































| THE EASE WAS FURIOUS. 





AND THE FOMIN6 SA&E 
CONSUMED HER. /N ONE 
LONS 6ULP. 
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f MAY WOO LEAP HER > 
SAFELV TO THE OCEAN 
ANP THE NETHER WORlP 
AND REDEEM THE SOULS 
OF YOUR ANCESTORS, 

v bhagiratha . V 


<3AN <3A HAS BECOME 
EVEN MORE PURE 
BY HER CONTACT 
WITH THE SAGE. 


OUT OF RESPECT FOR &HAGIRATHA *3 PENANCES , UAHNU 
RELEASED GANG A . , --- 



HENCEFORTH, SANGA 
SHALL ALSO BE KNOWN 
AS JAHNAVI - YOUR 
DAUGHTER, O HOLV 
ONE. 
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AT LAST, BHA <5IRATHA AND SANS A REACHED THE OCEAN AND THE 
NETHER V^ORLD BEYOND. &ANGA FLOWED OVER THE ASHES OF THE 
SONS OF SASARA AND ONTO THE OCEAN BED. FROM THAT DAW 
ONWARDS, THE OCEAN CAME TO BE KNOWN AS 'SASARA.’ 
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H/3 PROMISE FULFILLED , 
BRAHMA APPEARED BEFORE 
BHA&/RATHA . 


THE SONS OF SA6ARA 
ARE IN HEAVEN ANP WILL 
REMAIN THERE AS LON<E> 
AS <3AN<SA FLOWS ON 
v THE EARTH. V 



SINCE YOU 
BROUSHT SAN 
TO EARTH BY 
YOUR PENANCE 
SHE SHALL BE 
KNOWN AS 
BHASIRATHI 
- YOUR 
PAUSHTER. 



THEN BHA&IRATHA RETURNED TO HIS KINGDOM , ASCENDED THE 
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